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flammatory processes, particularly when acute in character.— Therapeutic 
Gazelle, 1895, No. 3, p. 145. 

Dr. G. Lyon carefully reviews the literature of its external use. Sciolla 
noted that in the external use of this drug the amount of from one-half to 
two and one-half drachms was rapidly absorbed, and lowered the tempera¬ 
ture of tuberculous and other patients Buffering from pyrexias, and that this 
lowering was more marked if the site of the application was covered with 
gauze over which was laid rubber tissue. There is no doubt that the 
remedy is absorbed ; the taste appears in the mouth about fifteen minutes 
after the painting, and the urine contains guaiacolo-Bulphuric ether at the 
end of one hour, the maximum of elimination being in the course of three to 
six hours. Although the doses were excessive, nearly one ounce in the 
twenty-four hours, no accidents were recorded until Bard reported a fatal 
case. The temperature is generally, although not always, lowered, usually 
manifest an hour after the application, reaching its lowest point three hours 
after it, then, gradually rising, attains its former level in from five to seven 
hours. To avoid accidents surely, the dose indicated by Gilbert, twenty to 
thirty grains, should not be exceeded. An analgesic action is often imme¬ 
diate and marked, but sometimes lacking. If used with an equal amount of 
glycerin, its effect upon temperature is not marked, because its absorption is 
reduced to a minimum. The drug can cause severe collapse, consequent 
upon the sudden fall of temperature to which it gives rise, although this is 
fortunately rare. Profuse perspiration, chills, trembling, a rebellious, croupy 
cough are, however, frequent. Various local accidents have been noted: 
erythema with swelling and pain and even a tendency to sloughing, especially 
from impure drugs—£. e., those contaminated with phenol— Gazelle Bebdoma- 
daire, 1895, No. 8, p. 87. 

The Abortive Treatment of Erysipelas. 

Drs. Juhel Benoy and Al. Bolognesi state that traumaticine is made 
by dissolving one part of purified gutta-percha in nine or ten of chloroform. 
To this i3 added 30 per cent, of ichthyol, the solution now appearing as a 
syrupy, dark-brown liquid, which, when applied with a cam el’s-hair brush, 
forms a thin film, quite flexible, but making compression after the chloroform 
has been evaporated. There is a transient sensation of burning produced by 
the chloroform. This preparation is applied around the erysipelatous area 
as a band about an inch wide on the healthy skin. It is claimed for this treat¬ 
ment that it is actually abortive—that is to say, producing a prompt and rapid 
diminution of the efflorescence and phenomena of general infection, in the 
majority of cases, namely, in 60 per cent of the cases.— Bulletin Q'enbral de 
Th&rapeutique, 1895, 8e liv., p. 155. 

The Treatment of Neurasthenia. 

Dr. A. Sallard states that the patient must have absolute confidence in 
his physician. For some patients suggestion is allowable, a positive state¬ 
ment that a radical cure is possible, and that at a no distant time. Hypnotic 
suggestion is only exceptionally rationally indicated. The prophylaxis un¬ 
happily often remains a dead-letter with the physician, but it should conside 
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the protection of children, hereditarily nervous, from attacks of a disease to 
which their temperament eapecially prediapoaea them. Cerebral 
ia likely to create a cerebral nenraathenia, but voluntary work of tb,a 
in children ia rare. Muscular or genital abuae .a more fr®l“ nt 'y tbe 
of apecial nenraathenia, and certain aporta ahould be interdicted It .a pni- 
dent that marriage ahould be forbidden until after cure. 
those afflicted with eerebral neuraathema may exercae according to their 
habits and taste; to the spinal cases, rest rathe natural 
theranv ia useful to the majority of cases but is not a specific. Electricity, 
however^d efperially the static variety, ia the method of choice. Isolation 
in crave cases often gives brilliant results. Of the therapeutic methods for 
the nervous depression, may be used kola, the glycero-phosphates, and quinine 
in small doses The insomnia, often rebellious, may be benefited by sul- 
phonal or chloral, eapecially when combined with extract of Indian hemp. 
Opium'is contra-indicated, and the bromides ahould be apanngly ™<-d le*t 
they increase the physical and mental depression .-Revue de TherapeuUquc, 
1895, No. 5, p. 144. _ 

The Treatment of Inoperable Malignant Tumors, with the 
Toxins of Erysipelas and Bacillus Prodigiosus. 

Dr William B. Coley reports an additional series of cases; of sarcoma, 
three - of carcinoma, one case. He believes that the evidence at present is 
strongly in favor of the micro-parasitic theory of the origin of botha^coina 
and carcinoma, and upon this theory believes that explanation of thei action 
of ttuftoxins is easy. The prodigiosus toxins used alone have a marked^eifflet 
in causing degeneration and absorption of sarcomatous tissue, b ”“ be c ° m 
b.n“d action of the two toxins is greater than when either is used alone.- 
New York Medical Xccard, 1895, vol. xlvii. p. 65. 


Contrexeville. 

Dtt Deboot D’Estrees states that these waters stimulate all the secre- 
tions They increase the appetite and regulate the functions of the digestive 
organs mSLularly in patients who suffer from the dyspeptic ailments which 
prfcedeC appJance of the uric acid diathesis. They are also laxative, 
producing two^r three liquid stools. On the circulatory system they pro¬ 
duce a stimulation which causes a kind of inebriation which always disap¬ 
pears after the first meal. Upon the urinary Bystem they act in producing 
considerable diuresis, the quantity of liquid voided being always greater tha 
that which has been absorbed. They modify the mucous membrane of the 
“ toot and yieid remarkable results in catarrh of the bladder .t.mu- 
latingtia atony. They relieve the pains of gravel m the kidneys, end they 
min expel the excess of uric acid from the system. The diseases which me 
benefited are gravel, gout, diseases of the bladder and of the prostate, dia¬ 
betes and hepatic colic. In gravel the bicarboaated and strong mineral- 
waters, especially those of Vichy, are to be avoided. In 
in gouty individuals the results are good, even without any special alimentary 
r-eqimc Dyspepsia, chronic urethritis, spermatorrhoea, and uterine catarrh 
may 1 also be benefited.-New York Medical Hecord, 1895, vol. xlvn. p. 297. 



